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The Honorable Charlie Dent The Honorable Debbie Wasserman Schultz

Chairman Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Military Construction, Subcommittee on Military Construction,

Veterans Affairs and Related Agencies Veterans Affairs and Related Agencies

HVC-227, The Capitol 1016 Longworth House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Dent and Ranking Member Wasserman Schultz:

Thank you for your continued support and commitment to the health and well-being of our
nation’s veterans. Our veterans have made great sacrifices to ensure the safety and best interests
of our nation. Your support of our nation’s great men and women is sincerely appreciated. We
believe that the Committee’s past support goes a long way to help save lives and hope to build on
its success.

We know that you share our deep concern about the high rate at which veterans are committing
suicide. As you balance a number of competing interests in preparing the final appropriations for
FY 2019, we ask that you consider the recent study conducted by the U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs which found that the annual suicide rate among veterans remains unacceptably
high at roughly 22% higher than the civilian rate for individuals with similar demographic
profiles. The suicide rate among middle-age and older veterans remains exceptionally high; in
2014, approximately 65 percent of veterans who committed suicide were 50 years or older.

Providing funding for programs that offer suicide prevention counseling and peer-to-peer
outreach services has made a dramatic difference in the lives of many veterans. Continuing
support for such programs is vital to reducing suicides among our service members. Accordingly,
we ask that you support funding of at least $190 million in FY 2019 for veteran suicide
prevention and outreach programs,

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of this request.

Sincerely,
Dol (. Ziad 4 AL (st A
ONNIE WATSON COLEMAN RANK A. LOBIONDO ETH H. ESTY

Member of Congress Member of Congress M er of Congress
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